EXISTENCE IS RESISTANCE:
SUPPORTING PALESTINE’S
NEXT GENERATION

Supporting Palestine’s Next Generation
In the 70 years since the Nakba, generations upon
generations of young Palestinians have grown up in
conflict, in refugee camps, surrounded by military
checkpoints, the Wall, or in a besieged Gaza. Thousands of
young Palestinians have had their lives stripped away from
them.
Over the last 18 years, more than 2000 Palestinian children
have been killed in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Meaning that one child has been killed every 3 days.
2018 has been no exception to the rule, with scores of
Palestinian children having been killed since the beginning
of the year.
Defence for Children International Palestine reports that 40
children have been killed in 2018 - 34 of them were from
Gaza (data correct as of 17th September 2018).
Palestinian children not only face the reality of a threat to
their lives but struggle to access some of the basic rights
afforded to them under international law through the Rights
of the Child. In the case of many Palestinian children, their
right to education is threatened by the inaccessibility of
schools, their right to a secure home life is destroyed by
the fear of having their homes bulldozed.
Currently the case for many young Palestinian refugee
children is that their lives will be completely disrupted as
UNRWA faces significant funding shortfalls caused by the
US decision to cease its contributions.

To truly support Palestine’s next generation the UK must:
• Stand by Palestine’s next generation and fulfil the UK’s
international obligations by holding Israel accountable
for its systematic violations of the Palestinian right to
education, including the illegal closure of Gaza, restrictions
on access and movement, attacks on Palestinian
institutions of culture and learning, and the detention and
harassment of students and teachers.
• Support UNRWA and the rights of Palestinian refugees
and work with international partners to close UNRWA’s
funding gap, developing a sustainable financial system so
that it can uphold the rights and dignity of the Palestine
refugees and fulfil its UN mandate until the realisation of
just and lasting resolution.
The Existence is Resistance exhibition remembers and
honours the lives of just some of the young Palestinians
who have been killed in 2018.
This exhibition reflects on the lives that these young
people led and dreams they hoped to fulfil and acts as a
reminder of the many more thousands of young Palestinian
lives which must be allowed to prosper and can only do so
with the support of the international community.
With thanks to DCI Palestine for their support with this
campaign

@LFPME

15 YEAR-OLD
MUATH ALSOURY
“HE LOVED
PLAYING
FOOTBALL
& RAISING
PIGEONS ON
THE ROOF OF
HIS HOUSE”
SHOT AND
KILLED
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION

MUATH AL-SOURY
Muath had a passion for raising birds and pigeons on the
roof of his house at Nuseirat refugee camp in Gaza. A typical
teenager, he loved to play football, swim and go on school
trips. His mother says he was special, kind and a great helper.
Israeli forces shot 15 year-old Muath with live ammunition
around 7pm (local time) on 3rd August 2018. Muath was
taking part in the “March of Return” near the Gaza perimeter
fence, east of Al-Bureij refugee camp. The bullet entered his
abdomen, damaging major blood vessels and his intestines.
He was transported to Al-Aqsa Martrys hospital and died at
approximately 3:30am the next morning, according to DCI
Palestine sources.

WHAT
HAPPENED TO
MUATH?

16 YEAR-OLD
SAADI ABU
SALAH
“HE LOVED
FARMING AND
NURTURING
PLANTS”
SHOT AND
KILLED
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
SAADI?

SAADI ABU SALAH
Saadi absolutely loved farming and agriculture. His family
owned land in Beit Hanoun, north of Gaza, where he used to
help his father. He took great joy in nurturing plants and had
been growing plants on his bedroom window. Saadi also loved
to play football.
Saadi was killed by a gunshot wound to the abdomen at just
16, by Israeli forces on 14th May 2018 during a protest near
the Gaza perimeter fence.
Photographic evidence from that day reviewed by DCI
Palestine, showed Saadi taking cover near the perimeter fence
and making the “victory” sign. He was wearing civilian clothing
and was unarmed.
Based on all the documentation gathered, DCI Palestine
concluded that Saadi was protesting as a civilian.

14 YEAR-OLD
OTHMAN
HILLES
“OTHMAN HAD
A PASSION FOR
SWIMMING”
SHOT
THROUGH
THE CHEST
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
OTHMAN?

OTHMAN HILLES
Othman loved swimming. Othman liked to save up his pocket
money and use it to go swimming. His father described him
as to always be smiling, talkative, and he loved to help others.
On 13th July 2018, Israeli forces shot 14 year-old Othman
Hilles, with a single bullet to the chest when he stepped
onto the perimeter fence during the “March of Return”, east
of Gaza City. The bullet exited through his back and he was
pronounced dead on arrival to Al-Shifa hospital, approximately
6pm local time.

15 YEAR-OLD
MAHMOUD
DAWOUD
“MAHMOUD
HADN’T
MISSED A
DAY OF WORK
SINCE HE WAS
13”
SHOT IN
THE HEAD
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION

MAHMOUD DAWOUD
Mahmoud had to take the responsibility of the house from a
young age – he grew up early. He dropped out of school at the
tender age of 13 and started working to make ends meet for
his family. He worked as a carrier for people’s bags in markets
and then he worked in a clothing store. His mother says he
never missed a day of work even if he was sick.
15 year-old Mahmoud Dawoud, was pronounced dead at
approximately 9pm local time on 4th July 2018 at Al-Shifa
hospital. He succumbed to wounds he sustained earlier, where
he was hit with live ammunition on 14th May 2018. Israeli
forces shot him in the forehead and the bullet exited through
the top of his head during the “March of Return”, east of Gaza
City.

WHAT
HAPPENED TO
MAHMOUD?

14 YEAR-OLD
HAITHAM ALJAMAL
“HAITHAM
LOVED
BARCELONA
FC”
SHOT IN THE
ABDOMEN
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
HAITHAM?

HAITHAM AL-JAMAL
Haitham was the eldest amongst his siblings and was known
for having a beautiful voice. He loved to play football. He was
a big fan of Lionel Messi and Barcelona Football Club.
On 8th June, 14 year-old Haitham was shot with live
ammunition in the abdomen during protests happening in the
east of Rafah south of the Gaza Strip. The bullet travelled
through his intestines and exited out his back. Haitham
was transported to Abu Yousef Al-Najjar hospital in serious
condition and then was transferred to the European hospital.
He was pronounced dead by doctors at approximately
6:30pm, local time.

15 YEAR-OLD
ALADDIN
ZAMILI
“HE LIKED
FIXING
BROKEN
GAMES”
SHOT IN THE
NECK BY A
SNIPER
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
ALADDIN?

ALADDIN ZAMILI
Aladdin had a beautiful smile and was loved by the teachers
and students in his school. He had shown those around him
that he had strong leadership skills. He liked fixing things and
was good at fixing broken games.
On the 6th April, at approx 6pm local time, Israeli snipers
across the Gaza border fence shot 15 year-old Aladdin in
the neck, near Rafah. According to a testimony collected
by DCI Palestine, Aladdin and his cousin had joined a group
of Palestinians marching toward the border. He was later
pronounced dead at Abu Yousef al-Najjar hospital, in Rafah.

11 YEAR-OLD
MAJDI ALSATRI
“MAJDI LOVED
PLAYING
FOOTBALL &
SWIMMING”
SHOT AND
KILLED
INSTANTLY
BY LIVE
AMMUNITION

MAJDI AL-SATRI
Majdi’s father says that he used to love everything nice in the
world. Majdi loved to play football and swim. He had a free
soul, he didn’t want anyone to hurt him nor did he want to hurt
anyone himself.
Israeli forces opened fire on a group of protestors at the
perimeter fence, near Rafah south of the Gaza Strip on Friday
27th July 2018 at approximately 5:30pm local time. Majdi was
standing approx 50 meters from the perimeter fence when
Israeli forces opened fire, according to an eyewitness. The
bullet struck his forehead, killing him instantly.

WHAT
HAPPENED TO
MAJDI?

BOTH 14
YEARS-OLD
“AMIR AND
LOUAY
WERE GOOD
FRIENDS”
THEY WERE
KILLED IN A
DRONE STRIKE
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
AMIR & LOUAY?

AMIR AL-NIMRA & LOUAY KAHIL
Amir al-Nimra and Louay Kahil were known to be good friends. Amir
was waiting to get a driver’s license as he wanted to grow up and
become a driving instructor. His father said that he was quiet and
loved to dress in nice clothes. His friend Louay wanted to become a
professional football player. Louay had played football with the Gaza
sports club for the past three years. In addition to football, he loved
photography and took pictures on his phone all the time.
At approximately 6pm on 14th July 2018, Amir al-Nimra and Louay
Kahil, both 14 years-old, were sitting on the rooftop of a building when
a drone missile hit the roof. They were overlooking a public park and
the building they were on was under construction and located west of
Gaza City. Amir and Louay suffered injuries to the backs of their heads,
according to an eyewitness who reached the scene shortly after.
The two children were pronounced dead at Al-Shifa hospital shortly
after.

14 YEAR-OLD
ABDULLAH
ERMILAT
“ABDULLAH
LOVED
BARCELONA
FC”
SHOT BY LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
ABDULLAH?

ABDULLAH ERMILAT
Abdallah’s hobby was playing football, he used to play in his
neighborhood. He was also a fan of Barcelona Football Club
and he loved the sea. Popular at school, he had many friends.
Israeli soldiers opened fire at four children who approached
the border near Al-Shouka, southeast of Rafah in the southern
Gaza Strip on 17th February 2018. The incident killed two of
the children, one of them was 14 year-old Abdullah Ermilat.
Israeli forces shot Abdullah in the abdomen and right thigh.

15 YEAR-OLD
JAMAL AFANEH
“JAMAL LOVED
STYLING HIS
HAIR”
SHOT BY LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
JAMAL?

JAMAL AFANEH
Jamal’s father said that he loved fashion and always left the
house well dressed. He used to spend a good amount of time
styling his hair. He had a calm personality and was loved by
everybody.
Israeli forces shot 15 year-old Jamal Afaneh, in the head with
live ammunition near Rafah on the 11th May 2018 during
protests near the perimeter fence in the Gaza Strip. He was
pronounced dead the following day.

11 YEAR-OLD
YASSER ABU
NAJA
“YASSER LIKED
HORSEBACK
RIDING”
SHOT IN
THE HEAD
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
YASSER?

YASSER ABU NAJA
Yasser’s two main hobbies were horseback riding and
swimming. He was kind, gentle and loved by everyone. He
used to help his family at home a lot by doing the house
chores.
On 29th June 2018, at approximately 7:15pm local time, Israeli
forces shot 11 year-old Yasser Abu Naja, in the head during
the “March of Return” near the Gaza perimeter fence. The
bullet entered the right side of his head and exited out the left
side, killing the 11-year-old instantly.

14 YEAR-OLD
SAID AL-KHEIR
“SAID WAS AN
EXCELLENT
SWIMMER”
SHOT BY LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
SAID?

SAID AL-KHEIR
Said had been swimming since he was two years-old and was
a strong swimmer. He was taught by his grandfather. Said
also liked to help his grandfather on his fishing boat. He was
described as courageous and smart.
15 year-old Said al-Kheir, was killed on 14th May 2018, east of
Jabaliya, north of the Gaza Strip.
DCI Palestine’s research found that Israeli forces were firing
live ammunition at armed targets and their fire caught and
killed two children who were in the vicinity. Said was one of
them. DCI Palestine concluded the children were protesting as
civilians and were unaffiliated with the armed group.

13 YEAR-OLD
HUSSEIN MADI
“HE WANTED
TO BE A
MECHANICAL
ENGINEER”
SHOT BY LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
HUSSEIN?

HUSSEIN MADI
Hussein was calm and smart. He achieved good grades at
school and dreamed of becoming a mechanical engineer
when he grew up. His main hobby was playing football and he
played in a local football club in Gaza. Hussein was a fan of
the Real Madrid football club.
On 6th April 2018, during the “March of Return” Israeli forces
shot 13-year-old Hussein, striking his abdomen. He was later
declared dead at Al-Shifa hospital.

14 YEAR-OLD
MOHAMMAD
AYOU
“HE ENJOYED
HELPING
OTHERS”
SHOT BY LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
MOHAMMAD?

MOHAMMAD AYOUB
Mohammad wanted to become a social worker when he grew
up. He was smart, and really enjoyed helping others. He loved
to play football and take walks by the sea.
14 year-old Mohammad Ayoub, died on 20th April 2018 after
Israeli forces shot him in the head with live ammunition during
the “March of Return” on the Gaza Strip side of the perimeter
fence.

14 YEAROLD WASSAL
KHALIL
“SHE WANTED
TO BE A MATH
TEACHER”
SHOT
THROUGH
THE HEAD
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
WASSAL?

WASSAL KHALIL
Wassal’s mother described her as her best friend. In her free
time, Wassal enjoyed drawing. She used to say that she
wanted to become a math teacher when she grew up.
Israeli forces shot and killed 14 year-old Wassal Khalil, with
live ammunition in the head on 14th May 2018 during the
‘’March of Return”.

14 YEAR-OLD
ZAKARIA
BASHBASH
“HE USED
HIS POCKET
MONEY TO BUY
CANDY FOR HIS
SIBLINGS”
SHOT
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
ZAKARIA?

ZAKARIA BASHBASH
Zakaria was known to be a happy and kind child. He liked to
put the needs of others before himself. He used his allowance
he used to buy candy for his siblings. Zakaria spent most of
his day helping his father at their furniture-making business.
On 30th May 2018, an Israeli soldier shot 14-year-old Zakaria
Bashbash in the back from the opposite side of the perimeter
fence near al-Bureij refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip.
According to an investigation conducted by DCI Palestine, the
wound had seriously injured him.
According to the Zakaria’s family, they had applied for a
permit to travel through the Israeli- controlled Erez crossing to
get medical treatment for him in Jerusalem. Israeli authorities
rejected the permit and Zakaria succumbed to his injuries 19
days later.

15 YEAR-OLD
AMIR MUSAAD
“HE LOVED
ANIMALS”
SHOT
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
AMIR?

AMIR MUSAAD
Amir’s family home located east Deir al-Balah city was
completely destroyed during the 2008-2009 Israeli
offensive on Gaza. Since then, the family has struggled to
find a place to live in. Amir’s hobby was to breed sheep
and birds. He also loved motorcycles.
15 year-old Amir Musaad, was shot in the chest by
Israeli forces at approximately 4:30pm on 11th January
2018. According to reports collected by DCI Palestine,
the bullet killed him instantly. An eyewitness said that
soldiers fired live ammunition from across the Israeli
border fence at a group of around 20 protestors.

15 YEAR-OLD
AMIR MUSAAD
“AHMAD
LOVED MOTORCYCLES”
SHOT
WITH LIVE
AMMUNITION
IN THE HEAD
WHAT
HAPPENED TO
AHMAD?

AHMAD AL-AYDI
Ahmad had a strong personality and was adored by people.
He liked being active, he enjoyed swimming, horseback riding
and riding on motorcycles.
17 year-old Ahmad Al-Aydi, died in the intensive care unit of
Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City on 5th August 2018. Ahmad had
succumbed to a previous gunshot wound he sustained during
the first day of the “March of Return”. Israeli forces had shot
Ahmad in the back of his head with live ammunition east of AlBureij refugee camp in the central part of the Gaza Strip.

17 YEAR-OLD
ABDEL-FATTAH
“HE HAD
TO LEAVE
SCHOOL, BUT
ENJOYED
PLAYING
FOOTBALL”
SHOT BY
ISRAELI
FORCES
WHAT
HAPPENED
TO ABDELFATTAH?
ABDEL-FATTAH ABU AZOUM
Abdel-Fattah dropped out of school after sixth grade and
began working with his father. He didn’t have much time to
himself, but when he did he liked playing football with other
teens in his neighborhood.
On 28th June 2018, 17 year-old Abdel-Fattah Abu Azoum,
was near the perimeter fence east of Rafah when he was
targeted by Israeli tanks just before dawn. An eyewitness told
DCI Palestine that he and Abdel-Fattah were around 30 to
40 meters from the perimeter fence when they came under
artillery fire.
The teen was hit by shrapnel in the head, neck, and shoulder.
Doctors at the European hospital pronounced his death around
12:30pm the same day.

About LFPME
Labour Friends of Palestine and the Middle East (LFPME) is a
voluntary group within the Labour movement that campaigns for
peace and justice in the Middle East through the implementation
of international law and respect for human rights.
Our work supports and complements the humanitarian effort for
Palestine by raising the key issues, detrimental to realisation
of peace in the Middle East, within the UK parliament and with
our partners in the EU. To help raise awareness of the situation
in Palestine we participate in political conferences, undertake
speaking engagements, produce briefings and promotional
material, campaign on key issues, host cultural events, and
organise delegations for parliamentarians to witness the reality of
the situation on the ground.
About DCI Palestine
Defense for Children International Palestine (DCIP) is committed
to securing a just and viable future for Palestinian children in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory.
For more than twenty years, DCIP have supported and advocated
for this child population: investigating and documenting grave
human rights violations, holding both Israeli and Palestinian
authorities to account, and providing legal services to children
in urgent need. We will continue to demand national and
international bodies enact stronger measures to safeguard this
vulnerable demographic of Palestinian society.
Since DCIP’s inception in 1991, we remain the only Palestinian
human rights organization specifically focused on child rights.
Our highest value is the pursuit of each child’s best interests. To
this end, we are guided by the United Nation’s Convention on
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), as well as other international,
regional and local standards.

@LFPME

